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declared, all future Buddhas will declare, and
which I now, the Buddha, declare. I, even I,
declare that there is effective action, resultant
action, indwelling energy." 1

Now in accepting what, on the surface, is
the common-sense view, that actions have
results, and that what happens, happens
because of something, the Buddhists know well
enough that just to acquiesce in that view
was not enough for reasoned knowledge, or
philosophy. They knew also very well, that
the sceptics were not flouting merely the man
in the street. Neither Makkhali nor Aj'ita
would have denied that if you pushed him,
he might fall down. But they might be pre-
pared to deny, first, that any original creative
energy arose in you, next that anything called
energy or force passed from you as cause on to
them, effecting the fall. Some demon, or
chance agency perhaps worked, then you had
an impulse, then somehow your arm went out
(not your mind), then Makkhali went over.
And all this you put together and said : " See
the efficient cause and its effect! " All pure
hypothesis on your part, to explain a little
that you saw, and much that you did not see,
by a pretty but fanciful theory. What is
cause ?

The Buddhists' reply, in its older form and

on the surface, is more logical and scientific

than metaphysical.    It runs very well on all

fours with our own modern logic and our

1 AnguMara-Nikdya, i. 286.